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Calling All Fools!      
A sermon on The Beatitudes & 1 Cor 1:18-25 

January 29, 2017  

by Marisa Brown Ludwig 

 

 This last two weeks since the inauguration, things have been moving in 

Washington at a very fast pace.  I can’t really keep up.  Now, some of you may be 

feeling like some crucial new initiatives are being undertaken – and feeling very 

hopeful.  Others of you may be feeling like your head is spinning and you don’t 

know which march or rally or phone call you need to attend to first.  There are 

emotions running high and strong all around our country right now – 

communications flying so fast and it’s very hard, VERY HARD, to determine 

what’s real and what’s made up, what’s fact and what’s fiction.   

 Now, I want to be clear what my job as one of your pastors is and isn’t in a 

time like this.  It is NOT my place to tell you who to vote for, or to what party to 

belong to.  I am never going to name call or bully or tell you what to believe about 

the running of our towns, our states, our country.  If I do, I invite you to call me on 

it – and I mean that. 

 But it is my call, as your pastor, to continually lift up the moral arc of the 

bible, especially the teachings of Jesus Christ whom we follow, and to apply them 

to our current time.  To follow in Christ’s footsteps to the best of my humble 

ability – teaching, preaching and caring for you as Jesus did for his disciples and 

the people of every community he travelled to. 

 If I do my ministry right, I will be at your homes, the hospital and the rehab 

center praying with you if you are sick or dying, caring for you and reading you 

scriptures about hope.  I will be rejoicing with you officiating at your family 

weddings;  weeping with you and preaching about God’s comfort for your family 

funeral;  I’ll be helping more and more to equip you at all ages with bible studies 
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and inspirational programs and mission opportunities to grow in Christian 

formation, and especially to support and nurture your relationship with the Holy. 

And, if I am doing my ministry right, I will be out in our community showing up at 

rallies and protests if injustice is happening for the same groups Jesus was 

defending – the ones who are oppressed, shamed, excluded, powerless, wronged.   

 Anyone who thinks following Jesus is primarily about feeling comforted and 

safe is not reading the same bible I’m reading.  Jesus’ life was dedicated to lifting 

up the lowly and marginalized, empowering the powerless, challenging the leaders 

and politicians of his time, breaking bread with both the poor and the rich, calling 

everyone to a revolutionary message of justice, non-violence, equality, inclusion 

for ALL.  He ate with them, he held little children, he healed countless people, he 

fed them with miracles of loaves & fishes – absolutely! But his death at the age of 

33 proves what a challenge he was to his time – it was a state execution for treason 

against the Empire – make no mistake. 

 I didn’t pick today’s readings – I want you to know that.  They came up in 

the ecumenical cycle of readings for this year that most Christian churches follow 

in every denomination.  But today’s readings shout out to me from the pages and I 

wonder if you hear them, too. Jesus is not giving us blessing for making more 

money in the short term, or isolating ourselves from people of difference, or 

mustering the largest weapons and armies.  Paul says God is not amplifying the 

wisdom of human leaders or caesars nor valuing strength of power over others.  

God’s reign is about power in what humans consider weakness and foolishness and 

the simple. It’s not about being good to only those who are good to us – that makes 

too much human sense!  

 In the Luke Gospel version of the Beatitudes, Jesus follows up the list of 

blessings with some additional words that deeply challenge: 
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32 “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who 

love them. 33 If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even 

sinners do the same. 34 If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to 

you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. 35 But love your enemies, do good, 

and lend, expecting nothing in return.[e] Your reward will be great, and you will be children of 

the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. 36 Be merciful, just as your Father 

is merciful.”  (Luke 6:32-36) *1 

 Jesus is turning the world upside down – telling us to go against our human 

instincts of protecting ourselves, suspecting the stranger, isolating our family. Give 

more generously than the other deserves!  Share all you have!  Forgive freely – 

don’t nurse bitterness and rage – do kindness for no reason.  Don’t worry about 

tomorrow!  As Paul says,  

 “For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God 

decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. 22 For Jews 

demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23 but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block 

to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, (1 Cor. 1:23,24)*1 

 

 So no matter how you are feeling about our new leaders in this country, and 

the new policies they are putting in place – what matters for us as Christians is 

being a witness for Good.  If there is fall out that causes harm, then our teachings 

are clear – we must tell the truth, we must be voices for the voiceless, we must 

speak truth to power, we must model for the world and each other the qualities our 

God calls us all to:  compassion, generosity, hospitality, healing, peacemaking and 

love. And as we do this, as we advocate for justice – we must also act like Christ. 

No name calling, no bullying, no violence, no judging.   

 Fighting harm with harm, or violence with violence, this is not the Way of 

Christ.  Are there members of your family, colleagues, friends you can’t talk to 

because you disagree on policy or politics?  Can we not reach out to each other 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+6&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-25174e
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with voices that witness but do not shame? With truth telling that is candid but also 

sticks to our own beliefs, and invites the other?  Can we be bold but not bullying? 

Strong without intimidation? Can we love with great, great courage? 

 If this feels like a tall order to you, know that it does to me, too.  Truth is, 

most days, I feel pretty small.  After all, I’m just one person.  I don’t really think I 

can make much of a difference.   (phone rings . . . )  Oh shoot! I must have left this 

on! So sorry, let me turn this off.  Oh, that’s odd, I’ve never seen a phone number 

like that before.  Hello? 

 

God:  Marisa Anne Brown Ludwig – what are you saying? 

Marisa:  Wait, who is this? 

God:  You know who this is.  After all, I’ve always known you. 

Marisa:  God, is that you?  You know, I’m kinda busy right now preaching and . . . 

God:  Yeah, I know, but here’s the thing.  You’re heading down a path I need 

to fix, and all the church needs to hear it, too. There is nobody, NO ONE, who 

is born better equipped than each of you to make a difference on the Earth. 

Marisa: O come on, God. Surely you don’t mean that.  I’ve seen plenty of people 

who are much better teachers and leaders than we are.  I mean, I know there are 

people better than me at public speaking for example! 

God: No, no, stop there.  Moses already tried that excuse and I sent him 

anyway!  

Marisa:  Well, but, there are definitely people who are much better looking! More 

intelligent! Much better at debating an important issue.  

God:  Nope, Paul tried those excuses too but off he went.   

Marisa:  Other people seem to have such clarity on what they believe, or what the 

facts are! Some people seem natural born leaders, don’t they?  I really think they 

should be the ones doing the big things of our time.   
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God:  No, no, no!  You’ve got to stop looking at things from the human point 

of view.  If it makes sense to you, forget it!  If it seems foolish to you, then you 

may be on track.  I’ve got jobs for everyone and it means you all have to open 

your hearts wider and think outside the human box. That’s why I gave you 

imaginations for discovery, and clever brains for problem solving, and hearts 

that can love so deeply. 

Marisa:  Well God, can you give us a book, or a plan or a map at least? I’d like to 

have my ducks in a row before I . . . 

God:  Nope, I’m not doing that.  You’ve got the bible and the prophets to tell 

you what you need to know.  Pray and discern!  Watch other good people and 

listen to your hearts! You’ve each got everything I wanted you specifically to 

have. You just have to show up with love and humility and pureness of heart, 

and I’ll do the rest. 

Marisa:  wow, God, you’re really asking a lot of us. I mean, that’s like a leap off a 

cliff, really! 

God:  I know.  But I’ll be there with you every step of the way.  I always have 

been, and I always will be.  Just remember to think of me, to fill your heart 

with me as you make each choice, speak each word, take each step.   

Marisa: okay God, well you’ve given us a lot to think about.   

God: I’m going to sign off now – you get back to that First Church worship.  I 

sure love it when you all pray and especially when you sing! 

Marisa:  Well thanks – talk to you soon! 

God: I’m counting on it. 

*1 New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National 

Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

1 Corinthians 1:18-25 (NRSV) 
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18 For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are 

perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it 
is written, 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

    and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the 

debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the 
world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God 

through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our 

proclamation, to save those who believe. 22 For Jews demand signs and 
Greeks desire wisdom, 23 but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling 

block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those who are the 

called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom 
of God. 25 For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and 

God’s weakness is stronger than human strength 

Matthew 5:1-12 

The Beatitudes 

5 When Jesus[a] saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he 

sat down, his disciples came to him. 2 Then he began to speak, and 

taught them, saying: 

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they 

will be filled. 

7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 

8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+Matthew+5%3A1-12&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23236a
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10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for 

theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

11 “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter 
all kinds of evil against you falsely[b] on my account. 12 Rejoice and be 

glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they 

persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National Council 

of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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