
Rev. Valeria Schmidt, Trinity Church of Northborough, MA 

Sermon based on Psalm 72:1-7, 12-19 

January 15, 2017 

 

“A Dream and a Prayer” 

 

Tomorrow is Martin Luther King Day. As a nation, we honor and celebrate his accomplishments 

and his legacy.  

And Friday will be the inauguration of the next President of the United States.  

This country, and the entire world, is going to change after Friday. There’s no denying that. 

Some of you may be looking forward to those changes and believe that they are what’s best for 

America. 

Others I know are scared, worried, apprehensive.  

It is on all of our minds and the world is watching. As Trinity Church, we don’t live in a bubble. 

We live in this country, and in this world. And we care about the people who live here with us. 

So I cannot NOT address this issue, controversial as it may be.  

 

My first approach was a prayerful one. That’s why I chose Psalm 72.  

It was supposedly written for King Solomon who was known for his wisdom, faith and humility. 

Though he did make some bad choices later in life.  

In 1 Kings 3:9, Solomon prays for an understanding mind, able to discern between good and 

evil. And God commends him for those wishes, as Solomon could just as well have asked for 

long life or riches or the death of his enemies.  

This is a model of a king.  

And Psalm 72 can be read as a job description for such an ideal king, or as a series of wishes 

for that king.  

Give the king YOUR justice and YOUR righteousness, o God. Let him rule according to your 

will, not his own. May he stand up for the poor, the needy and the oppressed. And then, may 

God grant him long life and success.  

Not to compare the US President to a king. But still, this is a prayer that we could pray for him, 

too. He needs our prayers, I think we can all agree on that!  



We are, after all, told in the first letter to Timothy, chapter 2: “I urge that supplications, prayers, 

intercessions and thanksgivings be made for everyone, for kings and all who are in high 

positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peacable life in all godliness and dignity.” 

I’m usually not one to quote different Bible snippets here and there to make a point, but today I 

think I need all the help I can get!  

So we need to pray for those in high positions.  

Is that enough? No. But it does give honor to the only one who deserves it, the only one who 

really has any power, the only one we bow down to, our one true “King”: God. The call to prayer 

reminds us that all others are just human beings like us, mere mortals who happen to be in a 

position of power. They deserve our respect, but they also need us to keep a critical eye on 

them so they don’t abuse their power. And again, they need our prayers.   

 

The Spirit of God was clearly at work as it was leading me to Psalm 72 for this Sunday, because 

I read the following interpretation: 

“I want to read it as a lovely dream, a divinely inspired version of Martin Luther King’s “I Have a 

Dream” speech.  This is what Israel or any nation would look like if the prayer to give the king 

God’s justice and righteousness is answered. This is every citizen’s dream for his or her nation. 

This is God’s dream for God’s Kingdom on earth, so that it is like God’s Kingdom in heaven.”  

In verses 3 and 4 the Psalmist spells out what that will mean for the nation in very practical 

terms.  It will mean both prosperity and social justice.  In our current political scene, those are 

opposites over which politicians argue.  You have to choose one or the other.  You can’t have 

both.  You are pro-growth or pro-poor, pro-business or pro-equality.  When God’s justice and 

righteousness rule the heart of the King, it will be both/and, not either/or.” 

Sounds good to me! 

We do need to appreciate though that the word translated as “prosperity” here is the word 

“shalom” which means peace, wholeness, well-being. 

And the word translated as righteousness really means justice. 

I know I’ve mentioned this before and this is probably not the last time. It just bothers me when 

a word that clearly addresses a society and worldy, even political issues, is changed into 

something moral. Justice and righteousness are not the same thing. 

God wants JUSTICE for God’s people.  

Wouldn’t that be wonderful if that were possible? Peace and well-being and justice for ALL?  

And then someone else wrote the following comment, a little cynical: “This is a hopeless prayer. 

It was never answered in Israel.” 



Nor anywhere else in the world, to this day. But does that mean it’s hopeless? Can we afford to 

give up hope, especially in this day and age? 

And when prayer is hopeless, then what’s the point of praying in the first place? Isn’t that what 

prayer is all about: Hope? Hope that something will change, and that we will change?  

 

So speaking of hope I was reminded of Martin Luther King’s last speech in Memphis, the night 

before he was killed: “I would like to live a long life. Longevity has its place. But I’m not 

concerned about that now. I just want to do God’s will. And he’s allowed me to go up to the 

mountain, and I’ve looked over, and I’ve seen the promised land. I may not get there with you. 

But I want you to know tonight that we as a people will get to see the promised land.” 

Martin Luther King, Jr. had hope. He gave his life for that hope.  

We celebrate his birthday tomorrow and we celebrate everything he stood up for. Not just racial 

equality. We’ve come a long way since then, thanks to Dr King, and we can be proud of that. 

Not that we don’t still have a lot of work to do when it comes to racism in our country. But we 

have accomplished a lot. 

Still, Martin Luther King fought for much more than racial equality. He fought against militarism, 

global imperialism and exploitation. He fought for economic justice, for workers’ rights, for 

human dignity, peace, and social justice. 

 

Cornel West wrote a book about him in 2015 called “The Radical King.” 

This is from his introduction: 

“The radical King was a democratic socialist who sided with poor and working people in the 

class struggle taking place in capitalist societies. . . . The response of the radical King to our 

catastrophic moment can be put in one word: revolution—a revolution in our priorities, a 

reevaluation of our values, a reinvigoration of our public life, and a fundamental transformation 

of our way of thinking and living that promotes a transfer of power from oligarchs and plutocrats 

to everyday people and ordinary citizens. . . . Could it be that we know so little of the radical 

King because such courage defies our market-driven world? 

Although much of America did not know the radical King—and too few know today—the FBI and 

US government did. They called him ‘the most dangerous man in America.’ . . . This book 

unearths a radical King that we can no longer sanitize.”  

Let us not forget that this radical, dangerous man was a pastor. And a faithful Christian. 



He was active on a political level not despite the fact that he was a Christian and a 

representative of the church. He was active on a political level BECAUSE he was a Christian 

and a representative of the church. Because he was a disciple and follower of Jesus. 

This is important for us to appreciate, especially those who think that churches should stay out 

of politics. 

“Politics” is really not as dirty a word as some Christians claim.  

It stems from the Greek word for “city” or “civic.” It addresses how we as Christians live in this 

world.  

And how God calls us to “Seek the welfare of the city, for in its welfare you will find your 

welfare.” (Jeremiah 29:7) 

The issues of human rights, discrimination, poverty and injustice are not just political issues. 

They are moral issues and they are issues of faith.  

 

And as disciples and followers of Jesus we are called to address them. 

Richard Rohr wrote: “There is a broad awareness that Jesus was clearly teaching non-violence, 

simplicity of lifestyle, peacemaking, love of creation, and dying to the ego for both individuals 

and groups by offering a radical social critique to the systems of domination, power, and money. 

There’s a growing recognition that Jesus was concerned about the transformation of real 

persons and human society here on earth.  

Now “we can migrate from organized religion to organizing religion—that is, religion organizing 

for the common good.” 

Quoting a lot here today, but again: I need all the help I can get! 

Sarah Pulliam Bailey wrote in the Washington Post how this will be a turbulent year for religion 

in America. “Several hot-button issues – including immigration, abortion, poverty, health care, 

education and religious freedom – will put religion near the center of public life.” 

Isn’t that what we want? To be in the center of public life rather than on the margins? To be 

meaningful, to be noticed and heard?  

And not to be an opportunist, but according to Bailey, “A conservative shift could also spur a rise 

of the ‘religious left.’” 

I really believe this might be a chance for us as Christians to come in from the sidelines, out of 

the decline of the mainline churches, and become relevant again.  

 

I’m very careful not to abuse the position of power that I have here: speaking from the pulpit. But 

I do think I have to say what I feel God is calling me to say. And you have the right to agree or 



disagree. You also have the right, and even the responsibility, to talk to me about it and let me 

know what you think. My words are not worth more than any of yours.  

And I think that’s the only way that we can move forward as Trinity Church but also as 

Americans and human beings: when we have candid, difficult conversations. When we listen to 

each other, disagree with each other, and still respect and care for each other.  

That’s the kind of environment I’d like us as Trinity Church to offer. That’s what diversity means! 

And that’s the only way that we can learn from each other and grow together. 

Many friends, neighbors, co-workers and family members have agreed not to talk politics 

anymore. Because they see it so differently and discussions get very heated and personal very 

quickly. Social media seems to have become an outlet for some. 

I think we need to go back to talking to each other in person. And just practice staying calm and 

reasonable and respectful. Yes, these are controversial issues. But the fact that discussions get 

so emotional and heated just shows how much people care about these issues! And that’s a 

good thing. 

Christians and all Americans are trying to figure out what’s best for the American people, and 

how to get there. 

That’s a good thing. 

We just need to find a better way to figure it out. Together, not despite of or against each other.  

There are some issues where no compromise will be found. There are some values or 

convictions that we will not budge on, nor should we. We have a right and a responsibility to 

stand up for what we believe. But that doesn’t mean we have to insult each other in the process. 

There’s got to be a more civil, dignified way.  

 

Here’s one last passage I read on this topic: 

“Regardless of whether you voted for Mr. Trump or not, his election taught all of us that we live 

in bubbles that distort the reality around us. It’s not just the pollsters that didn’t listen well; none 

of us seem to be good at listening to and understanding each other. So consider making this 

Inauguration Day about prophetic listening. For some of us, that means listening better to the 

unemployed Detroit factory worker. For others, it means making sure the fears of immigrants 

and minorities are heard. All of us, though, need to wrestle with how this election calls us to 

listen better and change our ways. So treat this Inauguration Day like it was one of those 

prophets of old; figure out how it is “judging us,” “warning us of danger” or “calling us to become 

something new.” Make at least one major commitment that represents what you figure out.” […]  

 



And now, I’d like you to turn your attention towards a video that portrays Martin Luther King’s 

dream, God’s dream, and our dream, with beauty, and with hope. 

After the video let’s allow ourselves a moment of silence to let its message sink in. 

https://vimeo.com/64079741 

 

https://vimeo.com/64079741

