
         January 7, 2016 
The Congregational Church of Weston- 
Our Environmental Action Group at work 
 
After hearing a sermon on a Christian response to climate change, four members of 
our church decided to contact our state representatives and the Governor to urge 
them to be more pro-active on climate change issues; and more specifically some 
proposed bills before the legislature to combat climate change. Among the bills we 
were advocating for were the Carbon Pricing bill S. 1747, the Net Metering Bill, and 
the Gas Leaks bill under H.2870 and H.2871. Our group feels strongly that climate 
change is one of the defining issues of our times, and that we will not have the 
opportunity for a  “do over” if we fail to address these issues in the near term. With 
this in mind, we made an appointment to meet with our state representative, Alice 
Peisch, and urge her support for these upcoming pieces of legislature. We were 
impressed with representative Peisch’s grasp of the topics, and the legislative 
process involved. She was very supportive of our positions and reinforced the idea 
that contacting our representatives and the Governor’s office does make a difference 
in their deliberations on topics like this.  
 
We then sent an appeal to all the members of our congregation, who reside in other 
congressional districts, asking them to contact their state representatives to enlist 
their support for these measures as well. We provided each of our fellow 
congregants with the contact information for their state rep and the Governor’s 
phone and e-mail address for constituent services. We also provided them with a 
short description of the Net Metering legislation, which is expected to come before 
the house soon. We have confirmed that a number of those members have contacted 
their legislators, and some have received responses back. The visit we had with our 
rep helped restore, in part, our confidence in the power of democratic government, 
and reminded us that engaged citizens can make a difference.  
 
Larry Carr 
Weston, MA 
 
 


