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For the past ten years, the Board of Directors has been working to align all resources of the Conference with its  

mission: “In order to make God’s love and justice real, we seek to nurture local church vitality and the covenant 

among our churches.”  

 

To this end, the Board has sought and obtained Annual Meeting permission to sell properties which the Board’s  

research and discernment have shown to contribute minimally to that mission.  In a time when many local congrega-

tions are struggling financially and level-funding or reducing contributions to the wider church, new endowments  

generated by these sales are helping to sustain the robust shared ministry of our Conference of churches.  

 

The vote below would authorize the Board of Directors to sell land in Ashland which has never been used by  

the Conference at all. The land is located at the far west end of the property on which the Framingham offices are 

located, well beyond the area used by Pilgrim Day Camp.  In 2002, the Board sought and received permission from 

the Annual Meeting to sell this land in order to raise funds to renovate Edwards House. (Edwards House is the  

meeting and retreat center near the offices.) However, at the time, there was no sewer service available, and the land 

proved unsuitable for septic tanks, so the sale was never accomplished. 

 

With a sewer line now available, the Board is in the process of seeking an appraisal and considering possible sale of 

the land in order to expand the General Endowment of the Conference. In effect, they would like to take an asset 

which is not contributing to the mission, and convert it into an asset which would generate income for Conference 

ministries.  The proposed vote would allow them to sell the property for this purpose if and when they deem it prudent 

to do so. 

 

 

The Board of Directors recommends to the 218th Annual Meeting: 

 

“The 218th Annual Meeting of the Massachusetts Conference, United Church of Christ authorizes the Board of  

Directors of the Massachusetts Conference, United Church of Christ to sell and convey rights, title, and interests 

in Conference property consisting of legal house lots along Winter Street in the town of Ashland, Massachusetts.  

The determination as to what property or properties along said Winter Street shall be sold, the determination of 

fair market value of each such property sold, and the determination of the terms and conditions of each such sale 

shall all be reasonably determined by the said Board of Directors. 

 

Further, that any two of the following:  Minister and President, Treasurer, and Secretary be authorized to execute 

all documents, deeds, and agreements necessary to carry out this vote; and further, that the net proceeds of any 

such sale and conveyance will be added to the General Endowment fund of the Conference.” 
 

PROPOSED VOTE  
AUTHORIZING SALE OF LAND IN ASHLAND 

Presented by The Board of Directors of the Massachusetts Conference, United Church of Christ  
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