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Quote of the Month  

“The older I get, the greater power I seem to have to help the world; I am like a snowball - the 

further I am rolled the more I gain.”  ~ Susan B. Anthony  

 

Monthly Devotional on Race 

Title: Ain’t Gonna Let Nobody Turn Me Around 

 

Sixty-one years ago this day, December 5th, marked the beginning of the Montgomery Bus 

Boycott.  African Americans in the south were sick and tired of paying the same amount of 

money for services, but not receiving the same service.  They took a stand.  Whether it rained or 

was glistening hot, the majority of blacks did not take the bus.  In many cases, they would have 

to carpool or walk miles to their jobs or church.  We are familiar with the story, in terms of the 

outcome, that the Boycott lasted 381 days, and then Montgomery, Alabama (and later the state) 

integrated its transit system.   

 

In Mark 2, there were four men who carried their paralyzed friend.  These four men heard that 

Jesus was speaking in Capernaum, and wanted Jesus to heal their friend.  The crowd was 

overflowing with people, and they could not enter where Jesus was speaking.  These four men 

had traveled long, and I am sure they were tired.  However, they realized they had come too far 

to turn around.  Even though it did not seem like there was away, they did not lose their faith.  

The four men climbed to the roof, dug a hole into the roof, and lowered the man.  The Bible says 

that, “When Jesus saw their faith,” referring to the four men, carrying the paralyzed man he was 

forgiven for his sins and healed.  

 

In the Montgomery Bus Boycott and the healing of the paralyzed man, there are two main 

points.  Firstly, there did not seem like a way to accomplish their goals.  Secondly, in both 

situations there were people working together.  In racial justice work, we must constantly 

remind ourselves of the Cloud of Witnesses that are working with us.  And we must remind 

ourselves that in the midst of hopelessness, hope resides.  Fall forward.  

 

Listen to Song: “Ain’t Gonna Let Nobody Turn Me Around” https://youtu.be/WPuBGcng6Tw 

 

December Literature:  

 

“I, Too” 

By: Langston Hughes 

 
I, too, sing America. 
 
I am the darker brother. 
They send me to eat in the kitchen 
When company comes, 
But I laugh, 
And eat well, 
And grow strong. 
 

https://youtu.be/WPuBGcng6Tw


Tomorrow, 
I'll be at the table 
When company comes. 
Nobody'll dare 
Say to me, 
"Eat in the kitchen," 
Then. 
 
Besides, 
They'll see how beautiful I am 
And be ashamed-- 
 
I, too, am America.”  
 
 
December literature discussion questions:  

1. Hughes’ poem was written in 1926.  Since then, in what areas have persons of color made 
progress, plateaued, or regressed?  

2. “I am the darker brother.”  When this poem was written, racism was performed more 
overtly, how can people be discriminated against based on their skin color covertly today? 
Overtly, still?  

3. “But I laugh, And eat well, And grow strong.”  What does this mean to you, and what do you 
think Hughes actually meant when he wrote this poem?  
 

 
December video: Blacks & Cops feel targeted  
 
LINK – https://youtu.be/dbRnP9S6TTQ 
 
December video discussion questions:  

1. After watching the video, do you believe that there is a parallel between the sentiments 

of African Americans and police officers? If so, what steps can be taken to reconcile 

those differences?  

2. After watching the video, what do you think are the similarities and differences between 

the shooting in South Carolina and the shooting in Dallas?  

3. Van Jones talks about working together in the video, does it seem that it is possible that 

African Americans and police forces can work together, if so what does that look like? If 

not, please explain why this is not possible.   

https://youtu.be/dbRnP9S6TTQ

