
Web material - November 2016 

Quote of the month: “Racism is humankind’s gravest threat - the maximum of hatred for a minimum of 

reason.” ~ Abraham Joshua Heschel 

 

Monthly Devotional on Race 

Title: When was the Last Time You Stopped for Somebody?  

Sometimes the natural inclination is to ignore what does not directly affect us.  Standing Rock is something 

that should harrow our hearts, of course.  The Native Americans’ sacred burial site is on the verge of being 

destroyed for a pipeline.  I might say something like, “I feel so bad for these families” or “I don’t like what is 

going on in North Dakota.”   According to dictionary.com, sympathy means, “feelings of pity and sorrow for 

someone else's misfortune.”  That is not enough. Sympathy is only the first step.  We must move from 

sympathy to empathy to action.  Empathy is defined as “the ability to understand and share the feelings of 

another.”  In order to understand another person’s feelings, I have to first place myself in someone else’s 

predicament.  When I see the news about the dismantling of graves, empathy asks: “What if that was my 

family’s grave site?”; “What would I do to stop this from happening?” Now, I am thinking about this at a new 

level because I understand and share those feelings.   Lastly, I ask that we do not walk by when we something 

happening.  Instead of walking by, stop and see what you can do to help a marginalized person.  

In Luke 19, as we may know the story, Jesus was passing through Jericho; and there was a short, wealthy man 

named Zacchaeus, who was the chief tax collector.  Zacchaeus really wanted to see Jesus, but was too short to 

stand up, so he climbed in a sycamore tree.  Jesus saw Zacchaeus in the tree, and that he had gone the extra 

mile to hear Jesus. Zacchaeus was deemed as a “sinner” because of how frequently he cheated people.  

However, Jesus did not pass him by; instead, he stopped and said, “Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I 

must stay at your house today.” Zacchaeus was so thrilled that he gave away half of his possessions and said 

that for anyone he had cheated out of money, he would pay them back four times the amount. Jesus saw a 

person who was historically shunned and ostracized; but he did not walk by.  Jesus’ stopping made all the 

difference.  

Who are you passing by in your life that is on the margins?  How can you stop and help?  

 

 

November Article: What does a name really mean?  

 

LINK: http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/native-american-group-chief-wahoo-indians-

mlb_us_58189e9ce4b0990edc337329 

 

November Article Discussion Questions:  

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/native-american-group-chief-wahoo-indians-mlb_us_58189e9ce4b0990edc337329
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/native-american-group-chief-wahoo-indians-mlb_us_58189e9ce4b0990edc337329


1. From reading the article, does it seem that there is an American practice/tradition to 

value money over morality, in regard to the name of the Cleveland baseball team?  

 

2. Forbes values the Cleveland baseball team (LINK: 

http://www.forbes.com/teams/cleveland-indians/) at $800 million, so in what way do you 

think that changing the name of the team would negatively impact the team or brand?  

Take into account the fact that Cleveland has enough money to rename and rebrand itself 

if it wants.  

 

3. When there was something once that was considered the norm, but now times have 

changed in regard to what is respectable and what is not; should the older practices, in 

this case the team name and brand, be reconciled to modern times?  

 

November Video: Yes, My Kids are Black and I am White (LINK - 

https://youtu.be/UmmnZNYFySM)  

 

 

November Video Discussion Questions:  

1. Loving v. Virginia (1967) (LINK- https://www.oyez.org/cases/1966/395) was the 

landmark Supreme Court case that set a precedent for legalizing interracial marriages, 

why do you think that in 2016, almost five decades later, cultural awareness has not 

caught up with the law? Or, do you think it has after watching this video?  

 

2. If you were being harassed about the legitimacy of your children while you are shopping, 

just because of the color of their skin differs from your skin, how would that make you 

feel? What would you do about it?  

 

3. In the video his children refer to him as “Daddy, Daddy”, but children do notice racial 

differences from early on based on research studies at University of Wisconsin-Madison 

(LINK - 

https://www4dev.uwm.edu/letsci/africology/faculty/upload/children_colorblind.pdf ); 

however, their love for their father transcends race, what steps do we have to take to be a 

lover of all peoples and transcend social constructs?  
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